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bask in the sun

Cordyline australis

Ariking foliage plant suited

to dry conditions

polypropylene base and originate
from a certified scheme in Bolivia.
They can be easily slotted together
and cost £78 per sqm.

Gravel is often suggested for
low-maintenance gardens, as it
can prevent weeds from growing if
ing
membrane. However, it can soon

spread across a weed-suppres

turn into an outdoor cat litter tray
or need raking to stay looking
sharp. To avoid this |

ppening, use
resin-bonded gravel - the stone is
scattered on to wet resin, which
then holds it in place. You can lay
20

the material yourself (£15

per sqm) or pay £35 per sqm for a
contractor to lay the resin and the
gravel. Resin-bound gravel, where
the aggregate is mixed with the resin
before laying to prevent stones from
ever becoming loose, costs £60-£70
per sqm for a specialist to lay.
Lawns are not ideal for those

pressed for time. They need cutting,
weeding, feeding and wateringon a
regular basis. However, if you have
children and feel the need for a
verdant sward, try fake grass. There
are many styles available, and they
make a passable alternative to the

real thing, Honest! When laying, fake

grass is unrolled like a carpet and
held in place with staples. You can
even choose from a variety of piles,

ranging from 17-38mm. Expect to
50-£5¢

pay between £32.

Planting
Flowering plants need a lot of TLC,
but there are many plants that don't
need regular deadheading, cutting
back or staking.

Perhaps the ultimate low-
maintenance plants are sun-loving
succulents. These thrive on neglect

and are naturally tolerant of drought.

Ideal if you forget about watering
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